calculated from ten times the noise level of the response, is 0.125 μg/ml.
In this study, a HPLC-RI method has been developed that offers a feasible and reliable means of measuring lactulose in pharmaceutical dosage formulation. A fully validated and effi cient HPLC-RI procedure for the determination and quantifi cation of lactulose and related compounds is developed, without using buffer for the fi rst time to optimize sensitivity and accuracy. Validation statistics showed that this method possesses good sensitivity, precision, and repeatability. Linearity was confirmed over a wide calibration range with regression coeffi cients higher than 0.9901. The assay method was applied to a drug formulation and the successful detection of fi ve sugars showed that this method is suitable for detecting and determining amounts of lactulose fructose, galactose, epilactose and lactose (Table 4) . Hence, this method can be recommended for the routine quality control of this drug. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] . Maheshwari et al. [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] , have analyzed a large number of poorly water-soluble drugs quantitatively using hydrotropic solubilization phenomenon. Urea has demonstrated enhancement in aqueous solubilities of a large number of poorly water-soluble drugs, hence widely used as a hydrotropic agent. Ornidazole showed maximum absorbance at 319 nm and Beer's law was obeyed in the concentration range of 5-25 µg/ml in presence of urea. There was more than 10-fold enhancement in the solubility of ornidazole in 10 M urea solution as compared to its solubility in distilled water. Therefore, it was thought worthwhile to employ 10 M urea solution to solubilize the drug from fine powder of the tablets to carryout the spectrophotometric estimation at 319 nm.
Ornidazole drug sample was supplied by M/s Parenteral Drug India Limited, Indore, India. Tablets of ornidazole (Ornida, Aristo Pharmaceuticals Limited, Mandideep, India. Dazolic, Sun Pharmaceutical Industries, Dadra, India) were procured from the local Pharmacy. All other chemicals used were of analytical grade. A Shimadzu UV/Vis recording spectrophotometer (model-UV-160 A) with 1 cm matched silica cells was employed for spectrophotometric analysis.
To prepare calibration curve, about 100 mg of ornidazole bulk drug was accurately weighed and transferred to a 25 ml volumetric fl ask. Ten millilitres of 10 M urea solution was added and the fl ask was shaken to solublize the drug. Then, the volume was made up to the mark with distilled water. The stock solution was diluted with distilled water to obtain various solutions containing 5, 10, 15, 20, and 25 µg/ml drug. The absorbances of these solutions were noted at 319 nm against respective reagent blanks to obtain calibration curve.
Solubility of ornidazole in distilled water and 10 M urea were determined at 28±1˚. Suffi cient amount of drug was added to screw-capped 30 ml glass vials containing hydrotropic solution and distilled water. The vials were shaken mechanically for 12 h at 28±1˚ in an orbital flask shaker (Khera Instrument Pvt. Ltd., Delhi, India). The solutions were allowed to equilibrate for next 12 h and then centrifuged for 5 min at 2000 rpm (Remi Instruments Ltd., Mumbai, India). The supernatant of each vial was filtered through Whatman fi lter paper No. 41. Filtrates were diluted suitably with distilled water and analyzed spectrophotometrically at 319 nm to determine the solubilities.
For the quantitative estimation of ornidazole tablet formulations, using the proposed method of analysis, twenty tablets of formulation-1 (Ornida tablets) or formulation-2 (Dazolic tablets) were weighed and finely powdered. Powder equivalent to 100 mg of ornidazole was taken in 25 ml volumetric fl ask. Ten milliliters of 10 M urea solution was transferred and the fl ask was shaken vigorously for 10 min and made up the volume up to the mark with distilled water. After fi ltration through a Whatman fi lter paper No. 41, the fi ltrate was appropriately diluted with distilled water and the absorbance was noted at 319 nm Key words: Hydrotropy, ornidazole, urea, spectrophotometric analysis against reagent blank. Using the calibration curve the drug content was calculated and reported in Table 1 . The analysis was performed in triplicate.
To study the accuracy, reproducibility and the precision of the proposed method, recovery experiments were carried out. For this, similar procedure was followed to conduct the recovery studies taking 30 mg and 60 mg pure drug together with suitable quantities of fine powder of tablets (formulation-1 and formulation-2) equivalent to 100 mg drug and drug content was calculated. From the difference, the amount of pure drug added was obtained and the per cent recovery was calculated (Table 2) . Each type of analysis was performed thrice.
In solubility determination studies, it was found that there was more than 10 fold enhancement in the solubility of ornidazole in 10 M urea solution, as compared to its solubility in distilled water at 28±1˚. The observed solubilities of the drug in distilled water and 10 M urea solution were 8.03 mg/ml and 82.20 mg/ml, respectively.
As evident from Table 1 , the mean per cent label claims estimated using the proposed method were 98.74 (formulation-1) and 99.31 (formulation-2), which are very close to 100, indicating the accuracy of the proposed method. The low values of statistical parameters viz. standard deviation (0.867 and 1.234), percent coefficient of variation (0.878 and 1.243) and standard error (0.501 and 0.712) validated the proposed method.
The results of recovery studies (using the proposed method) presented in Table 2 Urea is a low-cost chemical. It is harmless to use. Also, the solution of urea is non-volatile. Thus, it is concluded that the proposed method is simple, ecofriendly, cost-effective, safe, accurate and precise and can be successfully employed in the routine analysis of ornidazole tablets.
Similar to this method, other poorly watersoluble drugs can also be tried for enhancement effect on solubility in urea solution. If there is signifi cant enhancement in solubility by hydrotropic solution of urea and the selected wavelength for spectrophotometric analysis is above 245 nm, then the hydrotropic method can be successfully employed for its estimation precluding the use of organic solvents. 
